Typology of Natural Languages

1. Inflectional languages (Indo-European languages)

In general, all the word classes may change their form according to their
functions and roles in a sentence.

2. Isolated languages (Chinese, Thai, Vietnamese, Khmer, Burmese etc.)
Contrary to inflectional ones, each word keeps its form unchanged
regardless its function and role in a sentence.

3. Agglutinative languages
These languages have many kinds of affixes (prefixes and suffixes), and
principally, all the word classes may be extended with them unlimitedly.
Consequently, components of a sentence are not words, but rather “one-
word-phrases”.

Japanese language may be classified to the third type of language, and has many
kinds of affixes (mainly suffixes). Furthermore, two word classes of Japanese language
have inflectional systems, namely verbs and adjectives.

Word Classes of Japanese (“Lexeme”)

1. Verb (V)

2. Adjective (v -Adjective) (A, A W)

3. Nominal Adjective (-, or »-Adjective) (AzxorAn)
4. Noun (N)

5. Adnominal (D)

6. Adverb *) (M)

7. Interjection (D

*) Not only genuine Adverbs, but also other word classes may have function as Adverb,
especially, Verbs, Adjectives and Nouns. Japanese language has no “Conjunctives” ,

but special nouns and adverbial forms of verbs and adjectives work as “Conjunctives”.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-European_languages

Affixes of Japanese (“Morphemes”)

Words which belong to “Word classes” are core words (“Lexeme”). In an agglutinative

language, these core words may be extended with “Affixes”, namely “Prefixes” and

“Suffixes”. Japanese Affixes have following arts:

Prefixes

(q-)

Affixes |Suffixes in a broad sense

Flexives (for V and A) (-b

Suffixes in a narrow sense  (-s)

Particles (=p)
“One-Word-Phrase”
q- Lexeme -s||-s||-f||=p|| f||=p|... Etc.
g+L+s+s+f=p+f=p
Classes of Suffixes in narrow sense
Suffix Verbs (-v)
Suffix Adjectives (-a)
Suffixes Suffix Nominal Adjectives (-a %)
in a narrow sense Suffix Nouns (-n)
Suffix Adverbs (-m)
Suffix Adnominal (-d)
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Practical Inflection Tables of Verb

A-a Inflection Table of Verb (Vv) (Type Vv)
Stem + f Basis + f
o Present | A% ML.ru Perfect L7 Ml.ta
';E Future X9 ML.y0o Perfect-Future | A.7=(72)5 9 Ml.ta (.da)roo
= Imperative | A5 MI.ro
é Conditional | R4 1d MI.reba Perfect-Conditional | 8. 7= & MI.tara
% Neg.Participle | .3 MI. zu Participle A< MI.te
é Exemplative | RL7z 9 MI.tari
A-b Inflection Table of Verb (Vv) (Type S)
Fin. | Imperative | 5.7 3\  Mlnasai*)
Adv. | Neg.Participle | L7 \» T MI. naide *)
*) = [ 7 X\ ] isthe result of euphonic change of pronounciation of [ % X #1] /-nasar.e/
*) = See the Inflection Tables of Negation.
B-a. Inflection Table of Verb (Vc) (Type Vc)
2 Present | Ff < KIK. u Perfect iAW Kll.ta
E Future |F 2 9 KIK. 00 Perfect-Future | B\ 72(72) 5 9 Kll.ta (.da)roo
= Imperative | P I KIK.e
§ Conditional | P 1} 1 KIK. eba Perfect-Conditional | B \» 7= & Kll.tara
% Neg.Participle | P %> 3 KIK.azu Participle v T Kll.te
é Exemplative | B\ 72 1) KIl.tari
B-b Inflection Table of Verb (Vc) (Type S)
Fin. |Imperative | Ml % % 3\ KIKl.nasai *)
Adv. | Neg.Participle | 4%\ T KIK.ana.i.de *)

® = [ 7 X\ ] isthe result of euphonic change of pronounciation of [ % X 41 /-nasar.e/

*¥) = See the Inflection Tables of Negation.
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C. Inflection Table of Verb (Vu) (Type Vu)

oresent ¥ 5 S.uru Dertect L7 Sl.ta
IS ¥ K.uru eriec k7 Kl.ta
1S
k= - L& Sl.yoo DerfectEu L72(7)% 9 Sl.ta (.da)roo
£ ek x KO.y0o eriectrtre KR7=()5 9 Kl.ta (.da)roo
i
, LA Sl.ro
Imperative £ @
conditional ThnL S.ureba Derfect.Condiional L7256 Sl.tara
0 onditional | 4 1) ¢ K Ureba erfect-Conditional | 4 . Clizra
S}
= R SE. zu N L < Sl.te
g Neg.Participle £ KO. 2L Participle £ Klie
=
< — L7~h Sl.tari
XemPREVe 1 & 22 ) Kl.tari
C-b. Inflection Table of Verb (Vv) (Type S)

L% 3w Slnasai*
K7 X v Klnasai)

LZWT Sl naide ™)
K7\ T  KO. naide ™)

Fin. | Imperative

Adv. | Neg.Participle

*) = [ 7 X uv] isthe result of euphonic change of pronounciation of % X 41 /-nasar.e/

*) = See the Inflection Tables of Negation.

Changing Rules of Pronounciation for “Vc-Basis+T//z”

b- HZUT- b2V /. bit../ bELTHELE
©) m- LHT- LAl [..mit.../ LATXAE [ nd..
n- Lict-Lizr~ .. nit...] LAT-LAE
@) g- BIET-BIEA l..git...] BIwT-Blwre [ id../
® k- NGRS l..Kkit.../ F0TEn [..it...]
r- 2N T2 7= l.xit.] 2o T2l
t- EIONGES Y [ .4t/ ESCHGE SeIE
O BATbur: I it oot ot
ar- (3N T3 - [..arnit...] (EXoTA{ xS
s- ELA R QIELA WA | sit./ ELA R QIE LAY
® ; J..sit...]
mas- ~ELTC~EL [...masit.../ ~ELC~EL
® k- TECATSL l..kit...] HoT 47~ [tt]
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Practical Inflection Tables of Polite Forms of Verb with [~% 9 |

A. Inflection Table of Verb (V-Basis + mas.u) (Type V)
£ Present Bl XX ¥ ..masu Perfect PMlx3Lzx ..masi.ta
]
‘5| Future  BAXZE L x 9 . .masyoo =
=
L I
£ _ Perfect Mxzl76 ...masi.tara
L Conditional
'_c-f — Participle Xzl T ...masi.te
3 _
<
B. Inflection Table (Type S)
£
5 Perfect-Future |\~ TL 19 ...ta.des.y00
;‘qé PV T {723\ teKUDASI %)
LL|  Imperative
BM X { =X\ 0..KUDASI %)
n
S
L
<
o0
o
3
<
® = [ { 72 X\ | isthe result of euphonic change of pronounciation of [ { 7= X /1] /KUDASAR.e/
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